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Executive Summary: The Evolution of Minnesota Cricket 
The Minnesota Cricket Association (MCA) has undergone a significant transformation 
since its official founding in 1976, evolving from a small, expatriate-driven club into a 
robust and institutionalized sporting body. This report details the association's history, 
delineating its development into three key phases. The foundational period, spanning 
from its establishment through the 1990s, was characterized by the creation of a 
formal structure for a nascent cricket community. This era witnessed a crucial 
demographic shift, where the initial enthusiasts from England and the British 
Commonwealth were joined by a large influx of immigrants from South Asia, a change 
that provided the critical mass for the sport's widespread adoption in the state. 

The second phase, beginning in the early 2000s and continuing to the present day, 
marks the modernization and professionalization of the MCA. During this time, the 
association focused on developing physical infrastructure, collaborating with local 
governments to establish dedicated grounds, and expanding its offerings to include 
formalized youth and women's cricket programs. The contemporary era is defined by 
organizational innovation, such as the introduction of the franchise-based Minnesota 
Premier League, and the formation of a complex ecosystem of affiliated clubs and 
academies. 



This comprehensive review synthesizes available information to construct a detailed 
historical narrative, while also identifying key gaps in the historical record, such as the 
identities of the association's original founders and the winners of its earliest 
championships. The report concludes by placing the MCA within its regional and 
national context, underscoring its role as a leading state-level organization poised to 
capitalize on the increasing popularity of cricket in the United States. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Chapter 1: The Formative Years and Foundational Growth 
(1976-1990s) 

 

1.1 The Genesis of an Association (1976) 

Cricket's presence in Minnesota dates back to the late 18th century, a reflection of the 
sport's spread through the British colonies into the Midwest.1 However, the sport's 
formal organization in the state is inextricably linked to the founding of the Minnesota 
Cricket Association (MCA). The MCA was officially established in 1976, a pivotal event 
that marked the transition from informal, ad-hoc matches to a structured and 
governed sport.1 The primary objective of the new association was to provide a formal 
framework for organizing matches, leagues, and tournaments, which was a necessary 
step for nurturing and promoting the sport on a larger scale.1 This act of formalization 
demonstrated a conscious effort to institutionalize cricket in Minnesota, thereby 
solidifying its presence as a legitimate sporting pursuit. 

The historical record does not provide specific details regarding the names of the 
individuals who founded the MCA in 1976. This is a common historical challenge when 
examining the early years of volunteer-run, grassroots organizations, where the focus 
was on building a community rather than meticulous record-keeping of administrative 
details. Despite this gap, the founding date itself serves as the crucial starting point 
for the modern history of cricket in Minnesota. 

 

1.2 The Early Community and the Catalyst for Expansion 

In its inaugural years, the MCA served a relatively small and homogenous group of 
players. The association’s community was initially composed of cricket enthusiasts 
who were primarily expatriates from cricket-playing nations, notably England and 
other countries within the British Commonwealth.1 In the Midwest region, cricket has 
historically been played mostly by players from the Caribbean and the Asian 
subcontinent.5 Initially, Minnesota cricket was primarily dominated by the West Indian 
community, who were instrumental in leading the sport's growth.16 Pioneers like Alston 
Dutchin, Charles Peterson, and Lochan Samkaran were some of the known early 
leaders of the organization.13 The early league consisted of 7-9 teams playing in a 
single league system, with matches held at fields such as Bryn Mawr Meadows Park 
and Bohanon Park in Minneapolis. 



The trajectory of the MCA, however, was fundamentally altered by a significant 
demographic shift in the decades that followed. During the 1980s and 1990s, 
Minnesota experienced a substantial influx of immigrants from South Asia, particularly 
from the Indian and Pakistani diaspora.1 For this new population, cricket was not 
merely a recreational pastime but a deeply ingrained cultural tradition. This new wave 
of immigration served as a powerful demographic and cultural catalyst. It injected a 
renewed sense of enthusiasm into the sport and, most importantly, provided a "larger 
pool of players" and supporters, which was essential for the association's growth.1 
The MCA successfully leveraged this demographic change to expand its community 
base, leading to the establishment of local clubs and a steady increase in 
participation. By the 2000s, the league had expanded to over 16 teams regularly 
playing in Minnesota.23 This cause-and-effect relationship between shifting 
immigration patterns and the sport's growth is a defining characteristic of the MCA's 
history. More recently, the MCA has seen growth from a more diversified South Asian 
community, including players from Pakistan, India, Sri Lanka, and Nepal, as well as an 
increase in participation from the Afghani population, with whom cricket programs are 
being organized.. 

 

1.3 Establishment of a Formal League System 

Following its founding and the subsequent growth in player numbers, the MCA’s first 
major organizational milestone was the implementation of a formal league system.2 
This system provided a structured and competitive platform for teams throughout 
Minnesota, transforming the sport from a series of casual matches into an organized 
and regular season. Over the years, this league system has evolved to include multiple 
divisions, offering formats from highly competitive to more recreational, thereby 
ensuring that cricket remains accessible to a wide range of players.2 

The league has continued to expand and diversify its offerings. In 2003, the MCA had 
18 teams. Today, there are 27 teams playing in multiple formats, including T10, T20, 
H100, F40, and Super Sixes tournaments. 

The following table provides a snapshot of the 18 teams that were part of the MCA in 
2003: 

2003 MCA Teams   

A’conda All Stars Bhakta A 



Bhakta B Cavaliers Continental 

Cosmos Falcons Friends 

GMCC (Greater Minneapolis 
Cricket Club) 

Gymkhana Kaiteur 

Lions MCA XI MICC (Minnesota International 
Cricket Club) 

North Stars Rams United 

While the existence of a league system from the early years is confirmed, a detailed 
historical record of specific teams and championship winners from the 1970s and 
1980s is not available in the provided materials. This is another area where the 
historical record is incomplete, underscoring the challenges of documenting the early 
history of a grassroots sports organization. However, the subsequent historical 
narrative and the modern-day structure of the MCA demonstrate that this 
foundational league system was a critical step in building the organization into what it 
is today. 

Table 1 provides a chronological overview of the key milestones in the history of the 
Minnesota Cricket Association. 

 
Year Event 

1976 The Minnesota Cricket Association (MCA) is 
officially founded to provide a formal structure 
for the sport.1 

1980s-90s Steady growth in cricket's popularity and 
participation, fueled by an influx of immigrants 
from South Asia, particularly from the Indian 
diaspora.1 

Early 2000s Significant strides in infrastructure 
development, including collaborations with 
local governments to establish dedicated 
cricket grounds.1 



2010 Youth cricket is formalized, leading to 
significant growth and the creation of a talent 
pipeline in the Twin Cities.6 

2012 The Minnesota Premier League (MPL) is 
launched as the state's first cricket tournament 
played under lights, featuring a 
franchise-based structure.7 

2023 The Minnesota Monarchs, a women's team with 
a regional roster, make their inaugural 
appearance in intra-regionals, representing the 
central zone.8 

2024 Continental CC is named the Ledelsea MCA 
T20 Division 1 Champion, demonstrating the 
high level of talent and competition in the 
league.9 

2025 Cricket is set to be featured in the Los Angeles 
Olympics, an event organizations like the 
Woodbury Cricket Club are already leveraging 
to promote youth participation.10 

 

 



Chapter 2: The Modernization and Institutionalization of the MCA 
(2000s-Present) 

 

2.1 Infrastructure and Programmatic Expansion 

Entering the 21st century, the MCA's focus shifted from simply organizing players to 
building the foundational infrastructure for long-term sustainability. In the early 
2000s, the association made significant progress in developing cricket infrastructure 
through strategic collaborations with local government bodies.1 These partnerships 
led to the establishment of dedicated cricket grounds equipped with the necessary 
facilities to host more organized leagues and competitive matches. The MCA has 
historically enjoyed strong relationships with the Minneapolis Park Board, Brooklyn 
Park Park Board, Osseo School District, and more recently with the cities of Chaska 
and Eden Prairie to support these facilities. This infrastructure development was a 
logical next step, as the growth in player numbers from previous decades created a 
demand for better facilities and a more professional environment. 

This period of modernization also included a deliberate effort to broaden the sport's 
appeal beyond its traditional demographic. Youth cricket was formally established 
around 2010 and has since seen tremendous growth across the Twin Cities.3 The MCA 
introduced comprehensive youth cricket initiatives, including coaching clinics, 
leagues, and school programs aimed at introducing the game to younger 
generations.1 A number of clubs and individuals were instrumental in youth 
development in the 2010s, including Friends Cricket Club, MICC, and Stryker Cricket 
Club. The formal youth program was launched under the supervision of Golam Sayeed 
and Masaood Yunus, with Charles Peterson serving as the first coach leader.20 
Currently, there are over 300 youth players and two active cricket academies with 
dedicated indoor facilities, such as the one provided by Eka Sport, working to create a 
pipeline of talent and future USA Cricket stars.6 Concurrently, the association 
recognized the importance of gender inclusion, with women's cricket picking up 
around the 2020s and becoming a steadily growing movement. Dedicated leagues 
and tournaments were created to increase female participation.1 This proactive 
approach to youth and women's programs demonstrated a forward-looking strategy, 
transitioning the MCA from a reactive organization serving existing players to a 
proactive body focused on building the sport's future in Minnesota. 

 



2.2 Innovation in League Formats and Competition 

A hallmark of the MCA's modernization has been its ability to innovate and adapt to 
contemporary cricket formats. In 2012, the association launched the Minnesota 
Premier League (MPL), which quickly became a marquee event on the annual cricket 
calendar.7 The MPL was a bold experiment, notable as the "first ever cricket 
tournament under lights in Minnesota" and featuring a "unique franchise-based 
structure".7 This modern format, with its thrilling night games and intense competition, 
captured the imagination of both players and fans. In 2012, the MCA also received an 
invitation for all its board members to attend a Minnesota Twins vs. Yankees game, 
offering a window of opportunity for collaboration with the MLB team. The success of 
the MPL demonstrates the MCA's willingness to embrace global trends in 
franchise-based cricket, providing an elevated platform for the state's best cricketing 
talent. 

Beyond the MPL, the MCA has established a robust schedule of "high-profile 
tournaments" that attract teams and spectators from across the region.2 These annual 
events, such as the MCA T20 and MCA Premier League, have become staples in the 
cricketing calendar, providing a critical platform for players to showcase their skills 
and gain recognition.2 The MCA T20 is particularly competitive, as evidenced by the 
2024 final where Continental CC emerged victorious over Greater Minnesota CC in a 
match that highlighted the depth of talent within the league.9 

 

2.3 The Modern Organizational Framework 

The contemporary Minnesota Cricket Association operates with a highly formalized 
and multi-layered organizational structure. In the early 2000s, the organization was 
led by Sid Muthevi, Sandeep Hirekurer, Golam Sayeed, and Masaood Yunus. In the 
2010s, leaders included Masaood Yunus, Prashanth Upadrashta, Lochan Samkaran, 
and Ramesh Ailaveni. Ramesh Ailaveni served as president in the 2022 season, and 
Masaood Yunus is the current president for the 2024-25 season.24 

The association is governed by an Executive Committee, which includes a President 
(Masood Yunus), Vice President (Tauf Chowdhury), Secretary (Prakash Jha), and 
Treasurer (Dhaval Raju).13 This leadership body is supported by a number of 
specialized, appointed committees that handle various functions, including advisory, 
development, umpiring, grievance, and constitutional matters.13 The specialization of 
these committees is indicative of a mature organization that has moved beyond basic 



administration to a model of strategic governance and operational excellence. 

The strength of this framework is further demonstrated by the interconnectedness of 
its leadership with the broader cricket community. Several individuals hold key 
positions across different entities. For example, Golam Sayeed and Nick Beecher, who 
are founding members of the Minnesota Youth Cricket Academy (MYCA), also serve on 
the MCA's Advisory and Development committees, respectively.13 Golam Sayeed has 
also represented the national cricket association, serving as a Volunteer Youth 
Coordinator for USA Cricket and running for a position on its Board of Directors. He 
has also previously held roles with the United States of America Cricket Association 
(USACA), the former national governing body for cricket.15 Masood Yunus also played 
a major role at the national level, serving as an International Cricket Council (ICC) 
advisory member for Fan and Market Development during the mid-2010s and 
assisting in the creation of the USA Cricket brand.25 This cross-pollination of 
leadership suggests a deliberate strategy to integrate expertise from specialized 
affiliated organizations into the central governing body. It creates a symbiotic 
relationship where the MCA provides a top-level framework, while its affiliates, such 
as MYCA, serve as a vital talent pipeline and a source of leadership and expertise. This 
collaborative model has created a resilient and well-managed ecosystem for 
Minnesota cricket. 

Table 2 details the modern leadership and affiliated network of the Minnesota Cricket 
Association. 

 
MCA Leadership and Governance Key Affiliated Organizations 

Executive Committee:  

President: Masaood Yunus​
Representative Club: Strykers Cricket Club 

Eka Sport: Minnesota hub for cricket athletes 
with the state's first indoor training facility 

Vice President: Tauf Chowdhury​
Representative Club: MCG 

Minnesota Youth Cricket Academy (MYCA): A 
program within Eka Sport that provides 
coaching for youth players 

Secretary: Prakash Jha​
Representative Club: Rising Stars 

MVP Cricket Academy: A USA Cricket 
registered academy based in Minneapolis, 
focused on youth coaching 

Treasurer: Dhaval Raju​  



Representative Club: Stallions 

Appointed Committees:  

Advisory Committee: Golam Saeed, Crystal 
Zins, Nick Beecher, Ramesh Alavani, Dhruv 
Duggal 

Minnesota Monarchs: A women's team that 
made its inaugural appearance in 
intra-regionals in 2023 

Development Committee: Rounak Jaggi, Nick 
Beecher 

 

Umpiring Committee: Tarun Garg, Nigel 
Solomon 

 

Grievance Committee: Tulsie Sukdeo, Sushant 
Khullar, Pratik Jagtap 

 

Constitution Committee: Alston Dutchin, 
Sandeep Hirekurer, Nick Beecher 

 

 

 



Chapter 3: The Broader Landscape: Ecosystem and Regional 
Connections 
 
3.1 The MCA's Place in the Midwest 

Minnesota's cricket scene is not an isolated entity; it is deeply integrated into the 
broader regional and national landscape. The state's teams and players had close 
collaboration with on of the largest regional cricket outfit, Chicago-based Midwest 
Cricket Conference (MCC), an organization established in 1965 to promote cricket 
across the region.1 The MCA has historically enjoyed good relations with neighboring 
states, especially Illinois, where MCA teams would regularly participate in tournaments 
conducted by Chicago-based organizations.1 Minnesota teams have a history of 
frequent participation in MCC tournaments, which serves to foster regional 
camaraderie and elevate competitive standards.1 This participation has led to common 
inter-state collaborations, with Minnesota teams regularly competing against those 
from neighboring states such as Illinois, Wisconsin, and Iowa.1 These interactions have 
been instrumental in enhancing the quality of cricket and strengthening the 
community across state lines. 

3.2 The Network of Affiliated Clubs and Academies 

The strength of the modern MCA is not derived solely from its central administration 
but also from a vibrant and decentralized ecosystem of affiliated clubs and 
academies. These organizations serve specialized functions that support and feed 
into the MCA's overarching mission. 

A key component of this ecosystem is youth and women development. The Minnesota 
Youth Cricket Academy (MYCA), a program within Eka Sport, stands as Minnesota's 
leading youth cricket academy.6 Eka Sport itself is a central "hub for cricket athletes," 
providing the state's first indoor training facility.6 Another youth-focused entity is the 
MVP Cricket Academy, a fast growing entity that provides coaching to youth players of 
all skill levels.12 These academies, with their certified coaches, ensure a consistent 
pipeline of new talent for the MCA's leagues. 

Local community building is also vital, exemplified by organizations like the Strykers 
Cricket Club (STCC), Woodbury Cricket Club (WCC). These 501(c)(3) organizations 
have setup their platforms and partnerships to coach youth as young as 7 years old, 
actively shaping what it calls "future Olympians".10 This focus on youth and community 
is complemented by the emergence of new teams like the Minnesota Monarchs, a 
women's team that debuted in 2023.8 The Monarchs’ national roster, which includes 



players from Minnesota, St. Louis, Illinois, and Wisconsin, demonstrates the broad 
regional reach and diversity of the modern cricket community. This layered structure 
of specialized organizations—focused on youth, women, and local 
community—ensures a robust and resilient framework for the sport's continued 
expansion in the state. 

 



Chapter 4: A Retrospective Analysis and Future Outlook 
4.1 Comparative Analysis and Thematic Summary 

The history of the Minnesota Cricket Association from 1976 to the present can be 
understood through three overarching themes. First, the organization's growth has 
been profoundly dependent on demographic shifts. The initial framework provided by 
British expatriates was essential, but the subsequent and more significant expansion 
was a direct result of the influx of South Asian immigrants who brought with them a 
deep passion and a large community for the sport. Second, the MCA has 
demonstrated a remarkable organizational professionalization, transitioning from a 
small, grassroots club to a structured, institutional body with a formal executive 
committee, specialized committees, and a clear vision for growth. Finally, the evolution 
from a singular association to a central hub in a decentralized ecosystem of affiliated 
clubs and academies is a testament to its maturity. This model allows the MCA to 
govern the main leagues while specialized partners handle specific areas like youth 
development and community building. 

 

4.2 Identified Data Gaps 

This historical review, while comprehensive, reveals certain limitations in the available 
information. A notable gap exists in the details of the MCA’s earliest history. 
Specifically, the names of the original founders of the association in 1976 are not 
explicitly documented. Similarly, a detailed list of the first teams to participate in the 
league and the specific championship winners from the 1970s and 1980s is not 
available. These omissions are common in the history of volunteer-driven sports 
organizations from that era, where the immediate priority was the operation of the 
sport itself rather than extensive archival record-keeping. The absence of these 
specific details, however, does not detract from the broader, well-documented 
narrative of the association's growth and development. 

 

4.3 The Future of Minnesota Cricket 

The Minnesota Cricket Association, supported by its strong foundation and robust 
ecosystem, is well-positioned for future growth. The MCA maintains an affiliation with 
the national cricket association, USA Cricket, which provides a vital link for players to 
compete at the national level.6 The global landscape of cricket is set to change 
dramatically with the sport's inclusion in the 2028 Los Angeles Olympics.10 This event 



provides a powerful new narrative for local organizations to leverage, as it elevates 
cricket’s profile in the United States and offers a tangible goal for youth players. The 
Woodbury Cricket Club, for example, is already using this news to frame its youth 
programs as a pipeline for future Olympic talent.10 In 2025, college cricket has been 
officially recognized at the University of Minnesota, spearheaded by efforts from MCA 
youth players. A similar effort is underway across other local schools. 

Looking ahead, the MCA aims to continue its trajectory of expansion. The association 
has publicly stated its intentions to develop more cricket facilities, introduce advanced 
coaching programs, and enhance the competitive structure of its leagues.2 These 
forward-looking initiatives, combined with the increasing popularity of cricket in the 
country, suggest that the MCA is poised for a new era of growth and increased public 
awareness that may extend beyond the communities that have traditionally sustained 
the sport. 

 

4.4 Concluding Remarks 

The journey of the Minnesota Cricket Association is a story of resilience, adaptation, 
and strategic vision. From its modest beginnings as an association for a small group of 
expatriates, it has grown into the premier cricket destination for pro and semi-pro 
players in the state.1 Its success can be attributed to its ability to embrace 
demographic change, formalize its structure, and innovate its programs to meet the 
demands of a diverse and growing community. The MCA is not just a sports 
association; it is the cornerstone of a burgeoning cricketing culture in Minnesota, with 
a clear path forward for sustained success. 
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